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Referral Order Panel Volunteer Information

What is a Referral Order?

A Referral Order is a community sentence imposed at Court upon Young People aged between 10 – 17 years.  The Order can last between 3 months and 12 months.  In addition to a Referral Order, there is also an Intensive Referral Order available to the Court when dealing with more serious offences.  

The young person and their parent/carer are required to attend a Referral Order Panel, made up of two trained volunteers from the local community, a Youth Offending Service Officer, and sometimes the victim of the crime. The role of the panel is to negotiate and agree a contract which the Young Person must complete during the length of the Order.  
The Referral Order Contract
The contract will consist of a plan of activities which aims to address the issues that have contributed to the young person being involved in offending.  Each contract is tailored to the needs of the individual young person.  Activities/sessions are aimed at helping the young person to make amends for the harm caused by their behaviour. This might include them writing a letter of apology to the victim, and/or taking part in some form of reparative work to benefit the individual or the community.

Reparative work can include local conservation projects, assisting charities, litter-picking and maintenance work at a variety of venues. Activities will help prevent further offending by supporting young people with their education, training or employment as well as any health needs including addressing any substance misuse issues. 

Young people will also take part in “Offence Specific” programmes where the young person is encouraged to explore the consequences of their crime on all those affected by it. 

So, how can you get involved? 
We recruit and train volunteers, to sit on Referral Panels. If you are over 18 years old, and would like to make a difference to the lives of young people who offend, their families and the community, this could be for you.
We need people of all ages, life experiences, ethnic and social background. No previous experience is necessary, as full training will be given; all you need is to be interested, to have an open mind, and to be willing to learn. Once you have been trained, regular support meetings and on-going training will ensure that you feel confident in your role, and part of the team at the Youth Offending Service.

How much time will it take?

The training will take place on 5 Saturday’s including 13 & 20 October 2018 and 10 November 2018. Two further dates will be set up in early 2019 and you will be expected to complete all the sessions. 
Once trained, we would like volunteers to sit a minimum of two panels each month (each panel lasts up to 1 ½ hours). We would also ask that volunteers commit to a minimum of 18 months following completion of the training.
Finally, we would like volunteers to attend a minimum of two of our support meetings each year. 

Will I be paid?  

No, but as a volunteer you will not be out of pocket, therefore travel expenses can be paid.
As you will be working with young people, we will ask for disclosure of both spent and unspent convictions, and also cautions, reprimands, and final warnings.  We will ask you to agree to a Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) check; unfortunately without your consent to this the application will not proceed. Convictions are not a barrier to us offering you a position. We will consider the relevance, seriousness, circumstances, offence free period and any pattern of offending.
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